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the Government was pursuing, and the charge of pusil-
lanimity was pressed so warmly that on May 14 a joint
conference of the Central Executive Committee and the
Moscow Soviet was held in the Kremlin to receive Lenin's
report on the situation.

Lenin remained unswayed from his original philosophy
of strategic retreat. It appeared that the fortunes of the
Revolution had touched bottom and that every avenue of
escape from disaster was closed. Yet he would not surrender
to the popular policies of his opponents. He repeated his
theses on foreign policy in a long speech, of which the core
was contained in a single paragraph :

Our task consists in strengthening the Soviet Power against the
capitalist elements which are striving to swallow it up. From the
experience of the Revolution we have learned that it is necessary
to follow tactics of relentless advance whenever the situation per-
mits it. But when there is no possibility of offering unsparing resist-
ance, one has to apply tactics of waiting and of slow accumulation
of forces.1

This stubborn adherence to the policy of national im-
molation was bitterly attacked by the Opposition groups.
The Left Social Revolutionaries demanded the abrogation
of the peace treaty and the termination of the " breathing-
space " : " There are only two ways open to us. One is the
revolutionary way; the other is the way of shameful re-
treat, of shameful concession and manoeuvring, the way
of death." The Right Social Revolutionaries favoured the
resumption of the war on the side of the Allies : " The
interests of the Allied democracies imperatively require
that Russia remain strong, independent, and capable of
resisting German designs in the Bast". The Mensheviks
likewise stressed the necessity of fighting against German
imperialism, but maintained that a prerequisite condition
of Russia's salvation was the re-establishing of the Con-
stituent Assembly and the substitution of a democratic
1 Izvestia, May 18, 1918.